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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Trowbridge 

Urban  District  Council. 


GENTI.EMEN, — 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  first  annual  report 
as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  COiDITIONS. 

The  height  of  the  district  above  sea  level  varies  from  100 
feet  to  185  feet.  The  subsoil  consists  principally  of  Oxford  clay, 
but  over  a  portion  of  the  western  area  of  the  district  the  subsoil 
is  Cornbrash  Limestone.  The  natural  drainage  is  into  the  water¬ 
course  or  stream  known  as  the  River  Biss,  which  flows  into  the 
River  Avon  at  a  point  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  extreme 
northern  boundary  of  the  district. 

The  population  of  the  district  at  the  census  of  1911  was 
11,822.  The  estimated  population  for  the  middle  of  1914  is 
11,921,  but  it  has  varied  widely  this  year  with  the  arrival  and 
departure  of  troops — roughly  1,500  being  stationed  here  at  one 
time. 

The  main  industries  are  cloth- weaving,  engineering,  bacon¬ 
curing,  mattress  and  brush-making,  railway  service,  brewing, 
and  manufacture  of  milk  products. 

Industrial  conditions  for  the  first  half  of  the  year  were  fairly 
satisfactory.  In  the  second  half — owing  to  the  war — many 
employees,  especially  in  the  cloth  mills,  were  working  overtime. 

There  is  no  particular  trade  in  Trowbridge  influencing  the 
health  of  the  workers. 

Fifty- three  persons  received  Poor  Law  Relief  amounting  to 
£264  during  the  year.  The  number  of  in-patients  admitted  to 
the  Cottage  Hospital  was  roughly  150. 
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One  thousand  two  hundred  troops  were  billeted  in  the 
houses  of  the  Newtown  district  for  two  months,  and  then  500 
remained  in  temporary  barracks  in  disused  factories.  Their 
presence  had  no  apparent  effect  on  the  health  of  the  town.  The 
early  closing  of  public-houses  has  markedly  diminished  the 
number  of  cases  of  drunkenness  coming  before  the  Police  Courts. 

SANIIARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  1  HE' DISTRICT. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  district  is  served  by  the  Trowbridge  Water  Company, 
which  _was  incorporated  by  Act  of  Parliament  in  1875.  This 
Company  also  supplies  the  Melksham  Urban  District,  a  portion 
of  the  Melksham  Rural  District,  and  a  portion  of  the  West  bury 
Rural  District.  Originally  the  water  was  drawn  from  the  springs 
of  the  River  Biss  near  Upton  Scudamore  ;  now  the  source  of 
supply  is  from  adits  driven  into  the  chalk  and  from  a  well  sunk 
through  the  chalk  into  the  lower  green  sand.  The  supply  is 
constant.  There  has  been  no  specific  action  taken  as  regards  the 
water  supply  during  the  year,  and  no  outbreak  of  illness  which 
could  be  traced  thereto. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

No  new  sewers  have  been  laid  in  the  district  during  the  year. 
Substantial  progress  has  been  made  with  the  reconstruction  of 
the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  during  the  year,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  installation  will  be  completed  during  the  coming  year.  The 
Storm  Sewage  Stand-by  Tanks  are  completed,  and  the  new 
Settling  Tanks  are  nearly  ready.  The  construction  of  the  new 
Primary  and  vSecondary  Filters  is  well  in  hand,  and  also  of  the 
intermediate  Humus  Tanks.  Considerable  delay  is  being  caused 
by  scarcity  of  labour — through  the  war — and  by  tardy  delivery 
of  materials. 

Otherwise  the  general  progress  is  satisfactory.  The  main 
intercepting  sewers  which  at  present  discharge  into  the  river 
at  a  point  well  below  the  inhabited  part  of  the  district,  have  been 
cleansed  from  time  to  time. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  water  carriage  system  operates  generally  in  the  district, 
but  there  are  a  few  pail  closets  in  the  outskirts.  Adequate  flushing 
arrangements — enforced  in  newly- built  houses— -^are  only  present 
in  about  35%  of  all  houses,  the  remainder  are  flushed  by  hand. 
The  more  extensive  provision  of  adequate  means  of  flushing  is  a 
matter  that  requires  attention.  The  question  of  providing  more 
public  urinals,  brought  into  prominence  by  the  addition  of  troops 
to  the  population,  is  being  considered. 
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SCAVENGING. 

House  refuse  is  removed  from  the  business  part  of  the  town 
daily,  and  from  the  outlying  parts  twice  weekly.  The  refuse  has 
been  tipped  mainly  at  Upper  Studley,  partly  on  the  ground  of 
the  Sewage  Disposal  Works.  The  number  of  loads  removed  during 
the  year  was  about  3,800,  at  a  cost  of  £451. 

It  would  be  desirable  to  provide  covered  sanitary  bins  to 
replace  the  various  articles  without  covers  in  use  at  present,  as 
dust  blows  about  from  them. 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

An  account  of  the  work  done  in  this  direction  will  be  found 
in  the  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  which  is  appended. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY  BYE¬ 
LAWS. 

Common  Lodging  House. — There  is  one  in  the  district,  situated 
in  S hails  Dane ;  it  has  registered  accommodation  for  48.  It  is 
inspected  weekly.  Considerable  structural  alterations  were  carried 
out  in  1913,  and  the  house  is  now  in  satisfactory  condition. 
Unusually  good  order  is  maintained  for  a  place  of  this  description. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  are  two  gut-scraping  premises 
and  two  fried-fish  shops.  No  specific  bye-laws  apply  to  them, 
but  they  are  subjected  to  weekly  inspection  and  are  in  a  satisfactory 
condition. 

SCHOOLS. 


(Extracted  from  the  School  Medical  Officer's  Annual  Report.) 


Elementary  Schools — 

Accommodation 

. .  2,292 

Number  on  roll 

..  1,850 

Average  number  attending 

..  1,635  (88%) 

Number  of  scholars  examined  by  School 

Medical  Officer,  432. 

Clothing  unsatisfactory 

2 

Footgear  unsatisfactory 

0 

Nits  in  hair  . . 

32 

Dull  or  backward 

10 

Above  average 

10 

Nutrition  ^ 

Average 

. .  380 

,  Below  average 

..  42 

6 


Diseases  of  naso  pharynx,  viz.  ; — 

Mouth  breathers 
Tonsils — slight  enlargement  . . 
,,  — marked  enlargement 


Adenoids — slight  enlargement 
,,  — marked  enlargement 

Teeth — 

Sound 

1-3  teeth  decayed 

Four  or  more  teeth  decayed 


..  29  (6-7%) 

..115  (26%) 

••  49  (11%) 

(7  or  8% 
usual  average) 
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..  3 

. .  187  (43%) 

. .  176 

. .  69 


Bars — 

Otorrhoea  . .  • 

Kxternal  Bye — 
Blepharitis 
Other  diseases 

Heart  :  organic  disease 


Impetigo 

Deformities 

Fung  disease 
Nervous  disease 
Tubercular  disease 
Disorders  of  speech 
Rickets 

Tubercular  glands 


4 

3 


6 

2 

2 


(0.23%).  (In  2,500  Fondon 
school  children  examined 
4%  showed  organic  signs 
in  the  heart.) 


No  cases. 


Points  of  interest  are  :  (1)  No  cases  of  tubercular  glands  were 
noted  ;  (2)  37%  of  cases  showed  some  enlargement  of  the  tonsils. 

The  number  of  elementary  schools  is  11. 

None  were  closed  during  the  year  on  account  of '  infectious 
disease.  Frequent  inspection  takes  place  with  regard  to  their 
sanitary  condition,  which  was  satisfactory.  A  section  ofMrain  in 
Newtown  School,  defective  owing  to  insufficient  fall,  was  re-laid. 
Some  further  remarks  on  the  schools  will  be  found  under  “  Infec¬ 
tious  Diseases,'" 
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FOOD. 

Milk. — There  are  44  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  in  the  district. 
The  milk  is  wholesome  and  rich  in  fat.  Targe  quantities  of  milk 
are  imported  from  the  surrounding  districts  by  the  Wilts  United 
Dairies  for  their  own  use.  Thpy  pay  great  attention  to  the 
quality  of  the  milk  and  to  sanitary  conditions  of  manufacture. 

All  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  are  visited  monthly  by  the  Inspector 
of  Nuisances,  and  less  frequently  by  myself.  The  standard  of 
cleanliness  observed  shows  a  satisfactory  improvement.  Particular 
attention  has  been  given  to  the  covering  of  milk  during  storage. 
One  milkman  delivers  his  milk  in  sealed  bottles,  a  custom  which 
might  well  be  imitated  by  others.  Four  hundred  and  seven  visits 
of  inspection  were  paid  during  the  year.  No  legal  notices  were 
served.  No  action  was  taken  with  regard  to  tuberculous  milk, 
and  no  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  were  traced  to  milk. 


Other  foods. — A  much  closer  watch  is  now  being  kept  on 
the  food  supply  of  the  district  in  general  and  on  slaughterhouses 
in  particular.  With  regard  to  unsound  meat,  three  seizures  took 
place,  and  prosecution  and  conviction  followed  in  two  cases.  The 
carcase  of  a  sheep  that  had  suffered  from  septic  metritis  was 
seized  in  the  market  (penalty,  £5  and  costs) ,  and  two  forequarters 
with  four' hindquarters,  which  were  fevered  and  emaciated,  were 
seized  in  a  slaughterhouse  that  had  been  the  object  of  special 
attention  (penalty  £20  including  costs). 

The  following  also  were  condemned  and  destroyed  : — Four 
pigs,  21  pigs’  hinges,  14  beasts’  livers,  and  several  small  quantities 
of  fruit. 

There  are  16  bakehouses  (none  underground),  and  12  slaughter¬ 
houses,  10  being  registered  and  two )  licensed. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. — This  is  administered )  by  the 
County  Council. 


HOUSING. 

In  the  newer  parts  of  the  town  houses  for  the  working 
classes  are  satisfactory,  but  in  the  older  ’portions — especially 
in  the  Conigre  district — there  is  congestion,  and  the  standard  of 
house  is  poor.  Twelve  cases  of  overcrowding  occurred,  which 
were  abated  with  difficulty,  owing  to  the  shortage  of  housing 
accommodation.  In  three  cases  magistrates’  orders  were  obtained. 
The  need  of  houses  suitable  for  the  working  classes  increases, 
only  two  such  houses  were  built  last*  year.  Housing  schemes  in 
neighbouring  districts  may  relieve  the  congestion,  *  but  this  is 
doubtful.  Tocal  bye-laws  regarding  construction  of  new  buildings 
are  in  force. 


8 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done  in  connection 
with  the  Housing  Act,  1909  : — 


Total  number  of  houses  inspected  . . 

Number  of  inspections  made 

Total  number  of  houses  reported  unfit  for  occu¬ 
pation  .  .  . .  *  . . 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  served  . . 

Houses  rendered  fit  after  informal  notices 
Number  of  Demolition  Orders  issued 
Houses  demolished 


769 

1,008 

12 

12 

84 

16 

12 


The  inspection  for  the  year  includes  the  north-west  portion 
of  the  town  bounded  by  the  Great  Western  Railway,  Fore  Street, 
Hilperton  Road,  and  Hilperton  Marsh.  The  number  of  houses 
inspected  during  1914  was  nearly  three  times  the  number  inspected 
in  the  previous  year.  This  increased  rate  of  work  is  necessary 
to  complete  the  inspection  of  the  whole  district  by  1918,  and 
takes  up  a  great  proportion  of  the  time  and  energy  of  the  depart¬ 
ment.  A  sub-committee  has  been  formed  to  deal  specially  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act. 

The  number  of  houses  for  which  plans  have  been  passed 
is  17. 


Of  the  above,  four  are  completed  and  five  are  in  course  of 
erection.  Only  two  of  these  may  be  regarded  as  “  working  class 
houses.'’ 

Cases  of  overcrowding  dealt  with  : — 1  and  33,  Islington  ; 
22  and  23,  New  Road  ;  7  and  9,  Beaven's  Yard  ;  2,  St.  Thomas' 
Road ;  22,  Prospect  Place ;  30,  Thomas  Street  ;  9,  Havelock 
Street ;  12a,  Rower  Broad  Street  ;  49,  Timbrell  Street. 


WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 


The  registered  workshops  are  as  follows  : — Domestic  work¬ 
shops,  11  ;  bakehouses,  16 ;  workplaces,  4  ;  other  workshops, 
84.  Total,  115. 


This  register  is  being  revised,  as  at  present  it  is  incomplete. 
Nuisances  arising  from  above  : — 


Want  of  cleanliness  . .  . .  . .  . .  17 

Defective  sanitary  accommodation  . .  . .  5 

Gas  Plant  nuisance  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Defective  w.c.'s  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Accumulation  of  manure  . .  . .  . .  2 

Defective  floors  and  ceilings  . .  . .  . .  3 

Defective  drains  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  2 

Insanitary  w.c.  pans  . .  . .  . .  . 8 

Defective  gully  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  1 


Rist  of  outworkers  received,  15 
Chief  industry  is  glove-making. 


number  of  outworkers,  79. 
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SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  a  whole-time  officer.  He  also 
undertakes  the  light  duties  of  Petroleum  Inspector.  The  efficiency 
of  the  department  has  considerably  increased  since  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  Mather.  A  marked  increase  in  the  work  done  under 
the  Housing  Act  has  already  been  noted.  Meat  and  food  inspection 
is  now  frequent  and  careful,  and  should  soon  succeed  in  suppressing# 
the  supply  of  unwholesome  food  in  the  district.  The  importance 
of  a  wholesome  food  supply  is  obvious,  and  cannot  be  over¬ 
estimated. 


There  are  no  other  sanitary  officers  in  the  district. 


The  Isolation  Hospital  is  a  joint  concern,  supplying  the 
Trowbridge  Urban  and  R'Hi cl'l'^DLUiLOb,  and  the  Bradford 
/Vn.^Westbury  Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  and  is  managed  by  a 


representative  committee.  The 
Scarlet  Fever  block 
Diphtheria  block .  . 
Enteric  block 
Discharge  block  .  . 


accommodation  is  as  follows  : — 
24  beds 


The  total  number  of  beds  is  45.  The  area  supplied  by  this 
Hospital  has  a  population  of  31,672  (1911  census),  giving  a  ratio 
of  one  bed  per  700  persons.  The  number  of  cases  treated  in  the 
year  was  187.  The  number  of  beds  has  been  sufficient  hitherto. 
The  Hospital  was  practically  filled  the  greater  part  of  the  year — 
chiefly  with  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever.  The  staff  consists  of  a 
visiting  Medical  Officer,  Frank  Bond,  M.R.C.S.,  E.R.C.P.,  a 

matron,  two  charge  nurses,  and  two  probationers. 

The  local  practitioners  have  pov/er  to  attend  their  own  cases 
in  the  Hospital  if  they  so  desire.  There  is  no  accommodation 
for  vSmallpox. 

There  are  no  local  acts  or  generally  adoptive  acts  in  force 
in  the  district. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 

Disease. — Number  of  cases  notified  : — 


1903-11. 

1912. 

1913.  1914 

Diphtheria 

. .  24-4  . . 

7  .. 

7  .. 

4 

Erysipelas 

5-3  .. 

1  .. 

2  .. 

2 

Enteric  fever 

2-8  . . 

0  . . 

1  . . 

0 

Puerperal  fever 

0-6  . . 

•  • 

1  .. 

3 

Scarlet  fever 

..  3P6  .. 

60  . . 

10  .. 

68 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  (not  previously  notifiable) 

2 

10 


Diphtheria  shows  a  satisfactory  decrease,  especially  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  contact  cases  were  brought  into  the  town  by 
the  4th  Wilts  Regiment  from  Salisbury  Plain.  The  immediate 
contacts  were  isolated  at  the  Fever  Hospital,  and  no  cases  of 
infection  from  this  source  occurred.  No  source  of  infection  was 
discovered  in  any  of  the  four  cases,  which  occurred  in  January, 
^  March,  July,  and  October,  in  different  parts  of  the  town. 

Enteric. — It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  there  has  been  only  one 
notified  case  in  the  town  in  three  years. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Cases  occurred  as  follows  : — January,  6  ; 
February,  4  ;  March,  8  ;  April,  7  ;  May,  1  ;  June,  2  ;  July,  1  ; 
Augast,  4  ;  September,  7  ;  October,  14  ;  November,  7  ;  December, 
7.  The  chief  incidence  fell  in  the  first  four  and  last  four  months 
of  the  year.  The  increased  number  of  cases  in  the  district  is 
part  of  the  general  epidemic  throughout  the  county,  in  which 
Trowbridge  would  naturally  participate  as  a  market  town  and 
county  centre.  No  evidence  of  any  source  of  infection  was 
observed  until  the  end  of  March.  At  that  time  a  dentist  had  a 
sore  throat  and  headache,  but  did  not  see  a  doctor.  During  the 
following  month  his  wife  and  four  patients  of  his  (one  outside 
the  district)  were  infected.  No  peeling  was  found  on  him  at  the 
time  of  his  wife's  illness. 

One  child  was  discovered  peeling  in  Newtown  School  in 
March.  On  May  5th  a  visitor  arrived  from  Fondon  bringing  a 
child  suffering  from  otorrhoea  which  had  just  been  discharged 
from  a  Fondon  Fever  Hospital.  At  least  one  person  was  infected 
from  this  child.  On  June  5th  a  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  appeared 
in  a  house  one  week  after  the  return  of  a  brother  from  the  local 
Isolation  Hospital.  The  number  of  cases  in  the  last  four  months 
of  the  year  was  attributed  to  an  outbreak  at  Staverton.  A  girl 
and  her  brother  worked  at  the  Milk  Factory  there,  several  of 
the  hands  being  ill  with  Scarlet  Fever.  Both  were  infected,  and 
the  disease  was  probably  conveyed  here  by  other  Trowbridge 
residents  working  at  Staverton.  Two  cases  were  infected  whilst 
ill  the  Cottage  Hospital,  no  source  being  discovered.  I  think  it 
would  be  wise  to  prohibit  children  as  visitors  to  that  Hospital 
whenever  infectious  disease  is  prevalent  in  the  town. 

All  cases  notified  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
During  the  year  a  formalin  spray  apparatus  was  substituted  for 
the  formalin  lamp  in  use,  and  infected  bedding  and  clothing  were 
invariably  stoved  in  the  Isolation  Hospital,  which  was  not 
previously  done  in  every  case.  Two  schools  were  disinfected  by 
spray,  and  inspection  was  carried  out  when  it  was  considered 
necessary.  Prompt  diagnosis  of  cases  during  the  year  was  made 
difficult  by  a  coincident  epidemic  of  ulcerative  tonsilitis — which 
may  have  been  of  scarlatinal  origin  in  some  cases. 
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Chiekenpox. — Numerous  cases  occurred  in  St.  Thomas’s 
School. 

Puerperal  Fever. — The  circumstances  of  notified  cases  were 
investigated  by  me  and  duly  reported  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  No  action  was  deemed  necessary  against 
midwives  concerned.  Notification  of  cases  is  not  invariably 
performed.  To  obtain  figures  of  some  practical  value  it  would  be 
well  to  order  notification  of  any  case  with  a  rise  of  temperature 
100°  for  more  than  24  hours — without  any  other  discoverable 
cause  of  fever — as  a  case  of  puerperal  fever.  At  present  no  case 
seems  notified ,  unless  ^  there  appears  to  be  some  likelihood  of  its 
proving  fatal. 

Tuberculosis. — Cases  notified  during  the  year  (for  details 
see  Table  II.)  : — Pulmonary,  13  ;  non-pulmonary,  5. 

Cases  on  primary  notification  are  nearly  all  referred  to  the 
tuberculosis  dispensary  for  treatment  or  advice  as  to  treatment. 
The  majority  of  notifications  are  made  by  the  County  Tuberculosis 
Officer  himself — from  cases  sent  him  for  diagnosis  or  treatment. 
All  cases  that  come  before  him  are  visited  at  home  by  the  staff 
of  the  dispensary,  who  bring  contacts  to  the  dispensary  for 
examination  when  considered  advisable.  In  future  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  will  visit  all  notified  cases  and  refer  to  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer  all  suspicious  contacts.  The  Tuberculosis 
Officer  has  been  appointed  assistant  county  medical  officer  to 
enable  him  to  co-operate  with  the  local  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Disinfection  of  rooms  and  bedding  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  in  fatal  cases. 

.Investigation  of  other  diseases. — There  have  been  an  unusual 
number  of  cases  of  ulcerative  tonsilitis  this  year — infective  in 
nature.  In  three  cases  only  swabs  were  taken,  giving  a  growth 
of  strepto-cocci.  Eight  deaths  were  registered  from  ‘‘  meningitis,” 
two  tuberculous  and  six  unclassified.  No  outbreaks  of  food 
poisoning  were  noted.  The  prevalence  of  venereal  disease  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  estimate — apparently  only  a  small  proportion  of  cases 
come  under  professional  treatment. 

Pus  films  may  be  sent  to  the  Clinical  Research  Society  for 
examination  for  gonococci  at  the  expense  of  5  the  Urban  District 
Council. 

There  are  no  local  facilities  for  obtaining  the  Wassermann 
.Reaction  or  for  procuring  salvarsan. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  (see  Table 
HI.)  was  : — 

1914. 

16 
67 


Number 

Rate,  per  1,000  births 


1913. 

31 

109 


1912. 

15 

67 


12 


The  rate  for  the  year  is  satisfactory  and  calls  for  no  special 
comment.  Ten  out  of  the  16  cases  were  due  to  “  prematurity,” 
so  that  means  directed  toward  lessening  of  infantile  mortality 
should  be  in  great  part  directed  towards  the  prevention  of 
premature  labour. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  population  of  the  Urban  District  at  the  1911  census 
was  11,882.  Estimated  population  for  the  middle  of  1914, 
11,921. 

Births  registered  during  the  year,  236  (of  which  eight  were 
illegitimate)  ;  equivalent  to  a  birth-rate  of  19-84  per  1,000 
population.  Nett  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  for 
the  year,  160  ;  equivalent  to  an  annual  death-rate  of  13-4  per  1,000 
population.  Average  death-rate  for  the  five  preceding  years, 
141. 

RAINFALL. 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Tayler  for  observations  made  at  Eove- 
mead  House. 


1914. 

1913. 

1912. 

J  anuary 

0-55 

3-74 

4-67 

February 

2-.89 

1-27 

1-93 

March 

4-49 

2-76 

4-86 

April  . . 

1-47 

2-66 

0-17 

May  . . 

1-49 

2-12 

1-66 

June  . . 

1-76 

0-49 

3-41 

July  ..  ..  .. 

3-41 

0-64 

2-51 

August 

2-36 

1-20 

6-25 

September 

1-29 

2-86 

1-15 

October 

2-84 

3-50 

4-14 

November 

3-65 

2-33 

1-79 

December 

6-83 

1-92 

4-24 

Total  in  inches . . 

33-03 

. .  25-49 

. .  36-78 

Appended  to  my  report  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done  in 
the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department,  and  the  Local  Government 
Board  Tables  of  Statistics  I.  to  IV. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROGER  WRIGHT,  M.B.,  B.S. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Trowbridge.  February  3rd,  1915. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office, 

Market  House  Chambers, 
Trowbridge. 

February  3rd,  1915. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
TROWBRIDGE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIE. 

Gentlemen, — 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  first  Annual  Report  as 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1914. 

During  the  year  particular  attention  has  been  directed  to 
Slaughterhouses,  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops,  with  beneficial 
results,  and  Housing  Inspection  has  also  been  greatly  accelerated. 

Systematic  inspection  is  carried  out  in  all  departments, 
and  prompt  attention  given  to  Infectious  Diseases  and  Nuisances. 

Forty-five  drains  were  tested,  either  by  smoke  or  water,  and 
passed  ;  and  alterations  were  carried  out  in  respect  to  two 
Petroleum  Stores  to  conform  to  new  regulations. 

Sixty  Statutory  Notices  were  served,  chiefly  under  the 
Housing  Act,  and  168  informal  notices.  The  numbers  outstanding 
are  3  and  14  respectively. 

The  following  constitute  the  statistics  : — 

NUMBER  ON  REGISTERS— 


Slaughterhouses 

. .  12 

Offensive  trades 

..  4 

Dodging  house 

1 

Workshops 

..  115 

Out- workers 

..  79 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  . . 

..  44 

Petroleum  Stores 

..  13 

Carbide  Stores 

..  4 

*  This  register  is  at  present  being  revised. 


A 


.14 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
Patients  Removed  to  Hospital  : — 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria  .  . 

Disinfection  : — 

Houses  Disinfected 
Bedding,  Clothing,  etc. 

Inspections  : — 

Housing  Act 

Houses  due  to  Infectious  Diseases 
Houses — Miscellaneous 
Houses — Outworkers 
Slaughterhouses 
Offensive  trades 
Dodging  Blouse 
.Factories  and  Workshops 
Cowsheds,  Dairies,  and  Milkshops 
Petroleum  and  Carbide  Stores 
Marine  and  Flock-making  premises 
Stables,  Pig  vSties,  and  Poultry  Pen 
Schools 


Total 


Visits 

Abatements  of  Nuisances,  etc.  . . 


Total 

Nuisances  : — 

1.  Re  HousK  Inspection  : 

Defective  Drains 

,,  ,,  Traps 

,,  w.c. 

,,  Roofs,  Walls,  Windows, 

Insanitary  w.c.  pans 
Broken  Flushing  Cisterns 
Accumulation  of  Refuse  . . 
Require  Dime-washing 
Animals  and  Birds 
Insanitary  Vent  Shaft 
Stables 
Overcrowding 
Schools 


Yards,  etc 


67 

4 


67 

67 


1,008 

67 

235 

130 

582 

130 

51 

212 

407 

27 

6 

44 

81 


2,980 

1,314 

1,314 


21 

43 

21 

30 

24 

6 

12 

9 

9 

3 

16 

12 

8 


Total 


•  • 


214 


15 


2.  Factories  and  Workshops  :  (Details  in  Medical  Officer’s 
Report) . 

Total,  45. 

3.  Slaughterhouses  : 

Defective  w.c.  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  2 

Defective  Drain  . .  . .  . .  . ,  . .  1 

Require  Rime-washing  and  Cleansing  .  .  .  .  2 

Retention  of  Offal  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

Defective  gully  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Dirty  w.c.  pans  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Defective  Vent  Shaft  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Total '  . .  . .  22 

4.  Cowsheds,  Dairies,  and  Miekshops  : 

Milk  Uncovered  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

Defective  Paving  and  Lighting  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

Require  Lime-washing  and  Cleansing  . .  . .  8 

Accumulation  of  manure  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

Total  . .  . .  31 

Total  Number  of  Nuisances . .  . .  . .  . .  322 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


ROBERT  I-IUGH  MATHER, 

Cert.  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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Total  population  at  all  ages,  11,822. 

1911  Census  -j  Total  families  or  separate  occupiers,  3,097 
.Area  of  district  in  acres,  2,126. 
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TABLE  III. 

CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING 

YEAR  1914. 


TROWBRIDGE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“Residents  ”  whether  occurring  in 
or  beyond  the  District. 


DQ 

o 

W) 


^  <X) 


C<1 

rH  0 


^  , 
c3  ^ 


LO 

rH 

s  ^ 

LO  d 


LO 

n  5h 
cS  (V 

ri 


. 

LO 

<N  d 
SS 


T3g 


d 


d  ^ 
cS  c6 

in  ^ 
P 


All  causes  Certified 

159 

Uncertified 

1 

i 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

Enteric  Fever 

Smallpox 

•  •  • 

... 

Measles 

•  •  • 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

i 

i 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

i 

... 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

Influenza 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

•  «  • 

... 

... 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis) 

5 

3 

2 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

2 

i 

i 

... 

... 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

i 

... 

... 

i 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  . . . 

17 

2 

3 

12 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

... 

. 

Meningitis 

6 

3 

2 

i 

... 

... 

... 

i 

Organic  heart  disease 

17 

1 

2 

4 

10 

Bronchitis 

10 

2 

8 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

7 

2 

2 

... 

1 

2 

i 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
organs 

1 

... 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

4 

4 

... 

... 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

1 

i 

... 

... 

... 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

2 

... 

1 

1 

Alcoholism  ... 

.  .  •  'v 

... 

Nephritis  &  Bright’s  Disease 

7 

i 

4 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

... 

... 

Other  accidents  and  diseases 
of  Pregnancy  and  Parturi¬ 
tion  ...  ...  ... 

... 

Congenital  Debility  and  Mal¬ 
formation,  including  pre¬ 
mature  birth 

11 

10 

1 

Violent  deaths.,  excluding 
suicide 

2 

.  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

Suicide 

1 

... 

... 

i 

... 

... 

... 

Other  defined  diseases 

40 

«  »  • 

1 

1 

1 

3 

17 

17 

3 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  un¬ 
known 

21 

... 

1 

•  •  . 

.  •  • 

... 

... 

1 

19 

... 

Totals 

160 

16 

8 

1 

5 

6 

16 

36 

72 

8 

T«tal  Deaths  in 

Institutions. 
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TABLE  lY. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

1914.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various 
Ages  under  i  Year  of  Age. 

TROWBRIDGE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Under  1  week. 

1-2  weeks. 

2-3  weeks. 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under  4 
weeks. 

4  we^ks  and  under 

3  months. 

3  months  and 

under  6  months. 

-  ^ 

1  6  months  and 

under  9  months. 

9  months  and 

under  12  months. 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  year. 

All  causes  Certified  ... 

8 

*  •  • 

3 

1 

1 

3 

16 

Uncertified 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

•  ♦  * 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

Smallpox 

Chickenpox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Whooping  Cough 

•  ■r*  • 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Erysipelas 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous)... 

Convulsions 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

*2 

*2 

Diarrhoea 

•  •  • 

Enteritis 

i 

i 

i 

3 

Gastritis 

i 

1 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 

Injury  at  Birth 

Atelectasis 

Congential  Malformations 

Premature  Birth 

8 

8 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Maras¬ 
mus  ... 

2 

« •  • 

2 

Other  Causes  ... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

••• 

8 

... 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

•  •  * 

3 

1 

1 

3  1 

16 

Nett  Births  in  the  year 


legitimate  228. 
illegitimate  8. 


